Herpetofauna of the MNRR

Amphibians
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Family: Ranidae
Plains Leopard Frog (Lithobates blairi)

The plains leopard frog measures from 2 to 4 inches from snout to vent. This species
may be confused with the northern leopard frog but catidteguished by a small

distinct light spot on each eardrum (tympanum) and the presence of breaks in the
dorsolateral fold as it nears the lower batlsually this species also has a dark spot on
the snout.Plains leopard frogs have tan to gray skirhviatown, circulamarks thamay

be bordered by pale coloration. The belly is white and the groin is typically yellow in
coloration. Plains leopard frogs are common along the Missouri National Recreational
River. Newly metamorphosed froglets can be thalong river banks in late July to

early August. Mating typically occurs from April into early June. The mating call of the
plains leopard frog calls in a sequence of two to three blares that that sound like a
Achwewdkick 0 eluckd b n o & kcally, thdsg fpogs prey on invertebrates
such as insects and spidbrg they will occasionally take larger prey
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Northern Leopard Frog (Lithobates pipiens)

The northern leopard frog measures 2 to 4 inches from snout toMemnskin typically

is green in color with large, circular, black spots spaced irregularly along the back.

Unlike the plains leopard frog the have continuous dorolateral folds and lack a distinct

light spot on the tympanum. The belly is white and the &g typically yellow on the
underside. The hind legs can either be spotted or badaieés call from April to June.
Females deposit up to 6000 eggs on submerged vegetation in shallow waters. Eggs hatch
in 10 to 15 days. Tadpoles metamorphose irdgléts approximately three months time.
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Bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeiana)

The bullfrog is the largest anuran in our area. These frogs measure from 4 to 6 inches
from snout to ventSkin color varies ranging from pale greto olive brown in

coloration. The belly is white to yellowish in color often with sporadic gray mottling.
Unlike the leopard frogs, bullfrogs lack dorolateral folds along their back but do have
ridges around the eardrums. In adult males the eardyamp&num) is nearly the size of

the eye whereas in females the tympanum is roughly half the size of the eye. Bullfrogs
typically breed later in the year between June and July. The call of the male bullfrog is a
deep b®&samidj ugFe mad080seggs ahych hateh irt faur t&six days.
Tadpoles have a delayethturation cycle and typically take two to three years to
metamorphose from tadpole to adult. As, a result tadpoles of this species require bodies
of water that are permanent and havepae areas that provide refuge during the winter
months. Bullfrogs are voracious predators that will feed on anything they can catch and
swallow. They have been known to prey on insects, birds, bats, small mammals, snakes,
and even other smaller bullfreg
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Family: Hylidae
Boreal Chorus Frog (Pseudacris maculata

These frogs are small and slender measuring 2 to 3.8 cm in length. Chorus frogs have
smooth skinned back that is tan to light brow in color. Three brown slimgethe back

and there is white line running along the upper lip. The belly is a creamy white and in
reproductive males the throat takes on a yellow coloration. Chorus frogs typically breed
from early April to late May but may also call sporadicallpidune and July under wet
conditions. The mating call is an insdi&e trill and has been likened to the sound

produced by running a thumb across the teeth of a comb. The frogs are common in our
area and can be heard calling from roadside ditcheshegfooded areas, and wet
grassland areas. Females deposit up to 1,500 eggs in small masses of 5 to 300 eggs per
individual mass. Tadpoles typically emerge as froglets in two months time. Chorus frogs
feed on small terrestrial and aquatic insects.




